
What is Mitigation?

Mitigation is a large, but virtually unheard of part South Florida wetlands management. 
As part of the permitting process, in order for many residential communities to be built,
it is necessary for the developer to re-vegetate the shallow lake edges, known as
littoral shelves, with beneficial, native wetland plants.

The long range objective of the mitigation project is for the planted areas to become a
self-sustaining sanctuary for Florida fish and wildlife, which replaces what was
originally taken when the site was developed.  A minimum of eighty percent coverage
by desirable wetland plants after a two (2) year period, and demonstration of
persistence for three (3) additional years is usually required by the County Department
of Environmental Resource Management and the United States Army Corps of
Engineers.  Maintenance to minimize exotic vegetation and to keep undesirable, rapidly
spreading native plants from becoming dominant is required by the jurisdictional
agencies.

When the area is first planted (called Time-Zero), a  �Time-Zero � Monitoring Report is
written and goes into detail concerning , and other original pertinent permit information,
we can make it available for Association review.

We hope that this information will be helpful in your understanding of the environmental
enhancement that the littoral shelves and transitional zones provide in your community.


